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At the Monthly Meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 27 May 2014 at 7.00 pm there were present:

Councillors

Mrs
S Merrikin (Mayor) 



Mr 
I Baird 

Mr 
S Cox 

Mr
C Elsmore

Mrs 
E Elsmore 

Mr 
G Prosser
Mrs 
J Morgan 
Mr 
N Penny
Mrs
N Holloway

Mr
D Atherley

Mr 
R Drury
Also present Mr R Merrikin, Miss E Merrikin, Mr W Williams, a member of the press and 2 PCSO’S from Lydney.

Public Forum

Mr Williams reported that the water tank at the Angel Field development installed to control water run off from the site was still flooding. Cllr Merrikin agreed to ask Highways Committee to look at this. Cllrs C Elsmore also reported that he had raised this matter with the Forest of Dean District Council as it would appear that some work had be done on the tank recently. 

The Public Forum closed at 7.03
1. Apologies
Apologies were noted from Cllrs Kay & C Morgan. County & District Cllr P McMahon and PC Rob Dix.  

2. To receive declarations of interest 

There were no additional declarations of interest other than those recorded on committee minutes

Cllr Merrikin stood down as Mayor after two, three years periods of service. Cllr Penny formally thank her for her outstanding contribution to Coleford and the Town Council she has been the longest serving Mayor raising the profile of the town beyond recognition both inside and outside the district. Her innovative style which brought the four mayors together to work for the benefit of the district has had long lasting effects. She has been campaigning and never afraid to take up the fight on behalf of the town. Cllr Penny said she would be a very hard act to follow. He presented her with the Past Mayors badge, a glass vase and a copy of Cllrs Elsmore family book. 
Cllr Merrikin left the meeting 

3. To elect the Mayor of Coleford for the ensuing year*

It was proposed that Cllr Kay be elected as Mayor of Coleford for the coming year. Cllr Kay had written his desire to accept the post if nominated


Proposed: Cllr Penny

Seconded: Cllr J Morgan 

On being put to the vote, the proposal was agreed unanimously. 

4. Mayor to sign the declaration of acceptance

The Clerk reported that Cllr Kay would sign the Declaration of Acceptance well with the 28 days allowed for this matter.
5. To elect the Deputy Mayor of Coleford for the ensuing year.

It was proposed that Cllr Penny be elected as Deputy Mayor of Coleford for the coming year. 


Proposed: Cllr Atherley 

Seconded: Cllr J Morgan  

Cllr Penny took the Chair. 
6. To elect representatives for the following

Finance and Office Committee

Cllrs C Elsmore, Kay, Merrikin, Holloway, J Morgan and Penny
Planning Committee

Cllrs Atherley, Cox, C Elsmore, E Elsmore, J Morgan and Prosser
Highways Committee

Cllrs Atherley, C Elsmore, Kay, and Prosser 
Amenities Committee

Cllrs Baird, Cox, C Elsmore, E Elsmore, Merrikin, C Morgan, J Morgan, Holloway and Penny
Burials Committee
Cllrs C Elsmore, Kay, C Morgan, J Morgan and Prosser

Public Safety Committee
Cllrs Atherley, Cox, Kay, Merrikin, C Elsmore, Holloway & Prosser, 

Events & Marketing 
Cllrs Baird, Cox, C Elsmore, E Elsmore, C Morgan, J Morgan, Kay, Drury, Holloway, Merrikin and Penny, 
REPRESENTATIVES ON OTHER COMMITTEES

Forest Health Forum 




Cllr C Elsmore
FODDC Planning Development Control

Any 2 members of Planning Committee 

Forest of Dean Community Safety Partnership
Cllr Kay
Gloucestershire Market Towns Forum


Cllr C Elsmore
Gloucestershire Rural Transport Partnership
Cllr C Elsmore
Christmas Lights Committee



Any member of Events & Marketing Com
The Halls Charity





Cllrs C Elsmore, C Morgan 

J Morgan and Merrikin
FOD Citizens Advice Bureau 



Cllr S Cox
Forestry Commission Advisory Committee

Cllr D Atherley
Stowfield Quarry Liaison Committee


Any member of Planning Committee
Coleford Area MCTI Partnership


Cllrs R Drury
Bells Foundation





Cllrs C Elsmore and J Morgan 
Coleford Area Parish Forum



No longer meets 
Wye Valley AONB





Cllr D Atherley

7. To approve the minutes of 29 April 2014 

The Minutes of the meeting held on 29 April 2014 were noted and it was proposed that they be approved.

Proposed: Cllr J Morgan 

Seconded:
Cllr Atherley
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.
8. To raise matters arising from the meeting 29 April 2014

There were no matter arising

9. To hear the report from the Police

As PC Dix was unable to be present PC Croudace & PC Hopkins attended. They regretted they had no report but asked if the Council had any issues. The Clerk mentioned the derelict land and consequent vandalism on Lords Hill. The police reported they were aware of this.

PC Crowther said she would ask PC Dix to let the Council have the crime figures for this period

10. To agree payments (see attached)

It was proposed that the payments be made 

Proposed: Cllr C Elsmore

Seconded:
Cllr J Morgan 
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.
11. To agree petty cash payments (see attached)

It was proposed that the payments be made 

Proposed: Cllr C Elsmore 

Seconded:
Cllr J Morgan 
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.
12. To note the monthly budget figures (see attached)

The monthly budget figures were noted. Cllr Penny informed the Council that Finance & Office Committee would do a quarterly review of the figures next month. 

13. To review CTC Standing Orders & Financial Regulations.

This matter is to be referred to Finance & Office committee for the review to be undertaken. The Clerk informed the Council that new model financial regulations had been provided which would have to be incorporated. 

14. To initiate the annual risk assessment 

This matter is to be referred to Public Safety Committee for the risk assessment to be undertaken 

15. To agree the report of the Internal Auditor 

It was proposed that the Internal Auditors report be accepted but that the Clerk seek clarification about the comments relating to her salary.

Proposed: Cllr Atherley 

Seconded:
Cllr C Elsmore 

On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.
16. To agree the Annual Governance Statement 

The Clerk read out each statement. It was proposed that the Annual Governance Statement be signed.  


Proposed: Cllr C Elsmore 

Seconded:
Cllr J Morgan 

On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.
17. To agree the submission of the End of Year Accounts to the External Auditor 

It was proposed that the End of Year Accounts be submitted to the External Auditor.

Proposed: Cllr C Elsmore 

Seconded:
Cllr J Morgan 

On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.
18. To agree to the addition of the Assistant Clerk on the cheque authorisation.

It was proposed that the Assistant Clerk be granted the cheque signing authority 

Proposed: Cllr C Elsmore 

Seconded:
Cllr Atherley  

On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.
19. To agree to the recommendations of Events & Marketing Committee

Cllr Penny reported on the committee meeting. It was proposed that the recommendations be taken en masse


Proposed: Cllr J Morgan 

Seconded:
Cllr Atherley  

On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.

20. To agree to the recommendations of the Burial Committee. 

The minutes of the Burial committee were noted

21. To agree to the recommendations of the Amenities Committee

Cllr Baird reported on the committee meeting. 
It was proposed that the recommendations be taken en masse except for item 8 re dog waste bins

Proposed: Cllr J Morgan 

Seconded:
Cllr Atherley  

On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.
Cllr J Morgan proposed that an amended be made to the proposal regarding dog waste bins: that the Forest of Dean District Council are asked to relocate the bin at the end of the Milkwall cycle path to the other end and on doing so the Town Council would the take over its maintenance 


Proposed: Cllr J Morgan 

Seconded:
Cllr Atherley  

On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.

22. To agree the recommendations of the Finance and Office Committee
Cllr Penny reported on the committee meeting. It was proposed that the recommendations be taken en masse


Proposed: Cllr J Morgan 

Seconded:
Cllr C Elsmore  

On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously
23. To note the decisions of the Planning Committee. 

The minutes of the Planning Committee of April 29 14 & 14 May 14 were noted

24. To note the decisions of the Highways Committee

The minutes of the Highways Committee were noted. Cllr C Elsmore expressed some frustration with the lack of information available from Highways Department on several important issues. He felt this was partly due to AMEY taking over the service from Glos County Council. Cllr Penny suggested that AMEY be invited to attend a Full Council meeting or even accompany the Council on its parish walk around in August. 
25. To note the minutes of and hear report from the NDP Steering Group.

The minutes of the NDP Steering Group meeting were noted. The Clerk reported that the consultations had generally gone well but that additional dates were being added. The analysis of the information had been started and it was pleasing to hear that Coleford was perceived as a warm and friendly place. She reported that the grant to Locality had been submitted for £6000.00.

26. To note reports from members (for information only)

The Mayor attended

5 
May

Broadwell Memorial Hall Cheque Presentation

20 May

Dora Matthews Funeral 

Cllr Kay attended

5 May 

Broadwell Memorial Hall Cheque Presentation

7 May 

Prepared the PCC Bid for CCTV with the Clerk 

7 May 

NDP Consultation meeting Tufthorn 

14 May 

CSP meeting 

16 May 

DVSA Forum

16 May 

FoDDC Civic Dinner 

20 May 

Dora Matthews Funeral 

23 May 

Bill Whiffin Funeral 

Cllr Penny attended these events to promote the Busking Festival 

3-4 May 

Cinderford Music Festival

10-11 May 
Trader Engagement & Signage

16 May 

Miners Arms Open Mic

17 May 

Devauden Music Festival

20 May 

Engagement with town Pubs

26 May 

Interview with radio Gloucester. 

Cllr Penny also attended

16 May 
Meeting with Monmouth Festival to help involve a busking element to their programme

23 May 

Meeting with Amanda Smith re Coleford Music Festival

Cllr C Elsmore 

4 May 

Clearwell Church WW1 Commemoration event 

5 May 

Broadwell Memorial Hall Open day 

5 May 

NDP Consultation
6 May 

Desiree Rawle Funeral 

6 May 

Forest of Dean Health Forum

6 May 

Coleford Traders Assoc meeting 

10 May 

NDP Consultation Mile End 

15 May

NDP Consultation 
Glos Col Five Acres campus

15 May 
Rooftops presentation re the new commercial opportunities at the Bank Street development 

22 May 
Forest Book Shop for the Elsmore book launch. 

Cllr E Elsmore 

4 May 
Clearwell Church WW1 Commemoration event 

5 May 
Broadwell Memorial Hall Open day 

5 May 
NDP Consultation

6 May 
Desiree Rawle Funeral 

6 May 
Forest of Dean Health Forum

6 May 
Coleford Traders Assoc meeting 

15 May 
Rooftops presentation re the new commercial opportunities at the Bank Street development 

22 May 
Forest Book Shop for the Elsmore book launch. 
Cllr D Atherley 

1 May 
Diocesan Synod 

7 May 
Church Deanery Pastoral Committee

15 May 
West Glos Cancer User Group 

20 May 
Dora Matthews funeral

Cllr Baird

8 May 
WW1 Event Schools meeting 

21 May 
NDP steering group 

Cllr Baird also reported that the Wilderness Centre had been sold off to the highest bidder despite a valiant fight by the protesters. However a local benefactor has come forward and the plans to provide an eco-centre are not all lost. 
Cllr Drury 

Attended a mad hatters tea party at the Library today 
Please to announce has received grant funding from Arts Council for the Festival of Words

Attended the launch of the Mindscape Project at Bracelands 

Suggested that a garden festival is held on Bells Field. Cllr Penny requested that a proposal be drawn up for Events & Marketing committee to consider.
27. To note reports from District and County Councillors (for information only)
Cllr C Elsmore reported that the District Council had been preoccupied with planning problems and would have to go to consultation again late in July re the Allocations Plan. 

He also reported that the plans to move Berry Hill Primary School on to the Lakers School site had been shelved in the short term as the required purchase price for the land had not been achieved. 
28. To note correspondence (for information only, see attached list)

The correspondence was noted. Cllr Penny asked that Mr Smith be asked to attend an Events & Marketing Committee meeting to move his idea forward. 
In Committee
29. To agree to the recommendation regarding change of condition re Copley Drive
The recommendation from the Finance and Office Committee was proposed plus the applicant being asked to demonstrate community support. 

Proposed: Cllr J Morgan 

Seconded:
Cllr Atherley  

On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously
30.  To agree to the recommendation regarding the assistants clerks job evaluation
The recommendation from the Finance and Office Committee was proposed 


Proposed: Cllr J Morgan 

Seconded:
Cllr Atherley  

On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously
31. To agree to the recommendation regarding the public toilets

The recommendation from the Amenities Committee was proposed 


Proposed: Cllr J Morgan 

Seconded:
Cllr Atherley  

On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously
32. To agree to the lease arrangement re Bells Field & Bells Golf club

It was proposed that a lease be negotiated for 1 year on the terms of full recovery plus a hire charge

Proposed: Cllr J Morgan 

Seconded:
Cllr Holloway   

On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously
The meeting closed at 8.50 pm 
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